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South West & M5 Branch News
THANK YOU

I would like to say a ‘personal thank you’ to Branch Member Mick Smith for taking the time to organise the floral tribute to Nathan Shaw, the young fan who was tragically killed before the Burnley game and for placing the tribute on the gates to the Main Stand on behalf of the South West & M5 Branch before the home game against Reading on Saturday 21 December.

SOUTH WEST & M5 BRANCH – PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The branch will be purchasing a South West & M5 Branch Player of the Year Award, which will be presented to the members ‘chosen player’ at the ‘Supporters Club Player of the Year Dinner’, which will be held in Nottingham at a venue and date to be confirmed. 

I have enclosed/attached a donation form for those branch members who would like to make a donation towards the purchase of this award. 

Those members donating towards the award will be entered into a prize draw. 

The winner’s prize will be an entry ticket to the Awards Dinner, Overnight Accommodation in Nottingham and £50.00 towards expenses. 

The runner’s up prize will be a football signed by the Forest players which has been kindly donated by Kay Hudson. 

Voting forms will be sent to all branch members later in the season. 

CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 2002

The following message was received from the lovely Kay Hudson from the Press Office. 

On behalf of Nottingham Forest Football Club I would like to pass on our most sincere thanks for your generosity and help with this year's ’Christmas Toy Appeal'. 

All in all, with our internet auction, raffle tickets sales and a Supermarket Sweep we managed to raise in excess of ten thousand pounds.  With this we were able to buy some wonderful gifts for the Children's Wards of the Queens Medical Centre, The Nottingham City Hospital and The Children's Centre.  We also were able to extend our visits to The Fountaindale School in Mansfield, The Rutland House School for parents and Walter Halls in Mapperley.

Having seen the children's faces light up when we delivered their presents, I can assure you that this Appeal has been a massive success!

We look forward to working with you in 2003 and hope that with your support next year our Appeal can continue to be a huge success.

Kind regards 

Kay Hudson 
Press Office Nottingham Forest FC 
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So again, thank you to all of you who purchased tickets for this most worthwhile cause. Are you a winner? Check out the winning numbers on Page 8 of this newsletter. 

2002/2003 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

At the time of publication we have 100 full members for the 2002/2003 season plus 1 honorary member in John Thompson and 4 complementary members in Ebby, Heike, Libbie Brighton & Ewan Goldie. A big welcome to all the new members this month. 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS

Please remember to let me know if you change any of your details (including email addresses) so that I can update the records accordingly. Thanking you all in advance. 
BRANCH QUIZ NIGHT

Date to be confirmed. Venue: Crownhill Family Centre.  19:30 hours for a 20:00 start.  

Would you all be kind enough to consider donating a raffle prize for the evening please?  The Branch Secretary shall again start the ball rolling by donating a bottle of Plonk for the next evening!   
TRANSPORT & TICKET INFORMATION 
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Transport has been booked for the games on Page 5. If you want to be ‘pencilled in’ for any of these games then contact the Branch Secretary. Please note that these games are subject to change at short notice! Transport will be a 17 seat mini bus.  Cost per person will be £20.00 return (excluding match ticket).
Payment for the transport (and tickets if ordered) must be with the Branch Secretary by the date promulgated in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ section of each newsletter, normally 28 days in advance unless agreed by prior arrangement. 

(Cheques made payable to NFSC SW & M5 Branch please).

*** HOT OFF THE PRESS – FOREST V D**BY 19 MARCH 03 ***
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The mini bus has been booked for the Wednesday night game against D**by County at the City Ground on 19 March 2003 kick off 19:45pm. Departing Plymouth at 11:00am  

Any members interested in this trip are invited to contact the Secretary as soon as possible. 

Discounted tickets will be available for this game and I shall be doing a ‘block booking’ of tickets. 

Demand for tickets will be overwhelming so therefore I shall need all requests for tickets and payment to me by Monday 3 February 2003 latest. Late requests will NOT be catered for. 

Prices:

Adults 

£12.50

Concessions
£6.50

When ordering your tickets please state which area of the ground you would like to be seated (‘A’ Block, ‘C’ Block or Brian Clough Stand (Upper or Lower) and I shall endeavour to meet your requests). 

Cheques made payable to NFSC SW & M5 BRANCH. 

All tickets, with the exception of those travelling on the Branch Transport, will be available for personal collection at the Supporters Club Office by the Main Ticket Office prior to kick off. 

LEICESTER CITY V FOREST 29 MAR 03 & FOREST V NORWICH 22 MAR 03

The Leicester game has been put forward to Monday 31 March 03 (kick off 19:45) to allow the game to be shown on SKY therefore the branch will NO LONGER be running a travel service to this game. 
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Instead the transport will run up to the City Ground for the Forest v Norwich clash on Saturday 22 Mar 03. Priority for the transport will go to those already pencilled in for the Leicester game. 
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	Sat 22 Feb 03
	Stoke City (Exec Box)(H)
	Kick Off 15:00
	Standby Places Only
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	Wed 19 Mar 03
	D**by County (H) 
	Kick Off 19:45
	Places Available 
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	Sat 22 Mar 03
	Norwich City (H) 
	Kick Off 15:00
	Standby Places Only
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	Sat 12 Apr 03
	Wolves (H)
	Kick Off 15:00
	Standby Places Only


DISCOUNTED HOME MATCH TICKETS

Discounted Home Match Tickets are available through the Branch Secretary for the games that transport has been organised for and will be for either ‘A’ Block, ‘C’ Block or the Brian Clough Stand (subject to availability). Discounted tickets WILL ALSO BE available for the HOME GAME against Burnley on Easter Monday 21 April. 

Cost of the tickets are £12.50 Adults and £6.50 Concessions (U16 & OAP’s). 

When ordering your tickets please state where you would like your tickets to be (‘A’, ‘C’ or BC (Upper or Lower)) and I will try and get you your preferred seating area.   

Remember for all other games tickets must be individually purchased through Joan Bakewell on 0115 956 1227 or directly from the Nottingham Forest Ticket Booking Line on 0115 982 4499.  

TRANSPORT INSURANCE CHEQUES

Any members who intend using the Branch Transport for games are requested to forward an undated, signed cheque (with cheque guarantee card number on the back), made payable to NFSC SW & M5 BRANCH to the Branch Secretary at the earliest opportunity. Full details are contained in the ‘Transport & Ticket Information Sheet 2002/2003 Season’ dated 17 Sep. Remember no insurance cheque no transport! If you have any further questions then please contact the Branch Secretary.  

BRANCH MEMBER NEWS

NEW ARRIVAL
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Below is a picture of Ewan Frederick Goldie, son of Branch Member Peter Goldie and his wife Lou. 

Lou told the Editor “Ewan was born on the 20 November 2002 at 9.30am at Gloucester Royal Hospital and was a svelte 6lbs 8oz. He was about a week late but Pete had requested he arrived on the 20th so his birth date would read the same backwards and forwards - 20.11.02 - I think it's a boy thing (Err Mans thing Lou – Ed). I did my best to last till then, although it wasn't helped by Pete driving round our neighbourhood at high speed over the many speed bumps in the last few weeks of my pregnancy. 
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We haven't completely decided on Ewan's football allegiance. I'm afraid my loyalties lie primarily with the Villa (Who? – Ed), so we might have to let him decide, as long as he doesn't stray to the dark side and support Man U we'll be happy. (And just to help him decide where his loyalties lie Ewan has been given a ‘Complimentary Membership’ to the South West & M5 Branch of the NOTTINGHAM FOREST SUPPORTERS CLUB for the 2002/2003 season – Ed) 

***********************************************************************************************
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THE LAST SNIPPET FOR THOSE REMOTELY INTERESTED
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After her grounding on Wolf Rock near Lord Howe Island (Australia) HMS NOTTINGHAM was token onboard the Heavy-Lift Ship ‘SWAN’ for her ‘piggy back’ home. 

‘SWAN’ departed Sydney for the UK at 2am on Tuesday 29th October 2002. 

HMS NOTTINGHAM is now back in Portsmouth and will undergo extensive repairs, which are expected to take up to 18 months to complete. She is expected to return back to operational service in November 2004. 
(Picture: Badly damaged bow section) 

AND FINALLY THE CLOSING JOKE FROM SHANE HILL! 

The Forest players turn up at the City Ground to prepare for the match at D**by. David Johnson turns around to the rest of the players and says “Don’t bother going as I will play this match on my own”. Paul Hart says, “Are you sure DJ?” to which DJ replies “I mean it. I can beat this lot on my own”. So off he goes to Pride Park (Pride?) on his own leaving the rest of the lads behind to have a beverage. After an hour or so John Thompson turns around and says, “Shall we just check how DJ is getting on?” and on teletext they see the score is D**by 0 Forest 1so the lads carry on drinking not thinking any more about the match as all is going well. When the time reaches full time John Thompson checks again but unfortunately the score is D**by 1 Forest 1. A little later DJ walks in all depressed and Paul Hart says “DJ I am sorry we should have all come with you” to which DJ replies “No I have let you all down”. “Nonsense one man against eleven and you still drew” replied Paul Hart. To which DJ replied, “I know but I got sent off after 12 minutes”.

***********************************************************************************************
Urgently Wanted: Stories, jokes, football related information, newspaper snippets, basically anything that you may think the readers will find enjoyable especially like reports from Japan (subtle hint there to a couple of Branch Members – Ed)  
(XXX rated material will be read but not published – Ed)
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FOX WATCH 2nd 
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TRICKY WATCH 4th  
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SHEEP WATCH 15th
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